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Colonel Munro made a faint attempt at a smile, to show
that he quite approved of the captain's speech.
The journey was resolved upon then and there; and
now this unique and wonderful steam elephant was reduced
to drag the travelling residence of four Englishmen, instead
of stalking along in state with one of the most opulent
rajahs of the Indian peninsula.
I quote the following description of the mechanism of
this road engine, on which Banks had brought to bear all
the improvements of modern science, from notes made at
the time.
*' Between the four wheels are all the machinery of
cylinders, pistons, feed-pump, &c., covered by the body of
the boiler. This tubular boiler is in the fore part of the
elephant's body, and the tender, carrying fuel and water,
in the hinder part* The boiler and tender, though both
on the same truck, have a space between them, left for
the use of the stoker. The engine-driver is stationed
in the fire-proof howdah on the animal's back, in which
we all could take refuge in case of any serious attack.
He has there everything in his power, safety-valves, regu-
lating brakes, &c., so that he can steer or back his engine
at will He has also thick lens-shaped glass fixed in the
narrow embrasures, through which he can see the road
both before and behind him.
" The boiler and tender are fixed on springs of the best